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' THE MYSTERY OF A WAR HERO

BY JONEPEL L. LICHBEN

Reponted hom the 1L Bulletin

baninew mtan depantod fremn his
native Sweden o o wartine: mis

o On Juis 9 1990, b anised in
Naziconodled  Budapest.  He  Inave
acdentials ay an 2t b of the Swedish
onlans, But diplor sy was ot his
businew,

His name was Raoul Wallenixog,

His tasd wan it seslible and gigantio,
oy bras as it wis comtageons, B had
heent sebestod (0 sevane as wiany of Sun-
garv’s haphew Jews (theve were 300,000
in Budapest alone) as bis ingesnity and
has inmmanies as the citinn o a neutral
nation could oxanage.

Raoned Wallenhorg hadd conwe in have,
§ he hoe werbd was aware that o ves-
oal weonthy the Nazi aencimens in
Humens had been planning svsemanic
getmide. the samwe inhaman plan o
bowced dopuartations amd maw liguida.
tionn thas had destionest the Jowish
commmantion o Peleaned. 1 e Betrons and
tmtises thar had hetallen Jews in the
ghetton of Waraw, Lislz omd Coasom
nere now to doewemt on Hangan,

Bach week the lise of depentens 1an
inte the hundicss. Mans ol tdie vicrine
never dewhed the conentiation campn
thes mese marked §oo: sl dicd of hun-
gt o dvsenters, o futically Ketted
thennelves, on the was. Sppeals 1o \d
mital Hosthe, ahe Hungavian wegent,
that he force 4 halt 1o the Dotehieas had
little eftess. Qhe pleas of vhe Popee, ol
swodden's King Gastal sl othes neunal
keatkrs, were spatoed. A warning from
Provident Franklin 0. Romevelt was

T\\'}l‘l.\'li sears age. @ S -old

igmeted. Maw potnb-ups wore roatine
incadents im Huogasy on the day Raoul
Wallendnag anived there,

Wallenborg was o Clwivian  gene
themen, wivn of o distinguished Swedish
tamilv, His Lt wan 2 wellkmmn
basther: s goamblather had een an
amliawiker  to Luwther and  Japan.
Raotl bl staulicdd avaitecture in the
United Sates. Bt he returmd o
yweden alier bis whending 1o evablivh
himselt wrecstuliv in e eaprwtdme
ot fackl.

He Anew ligtle alustar Jows, kew about
Jewish alaits. Betone the war e had
vivited Palewiine, anwe as 2 tourist lume
ever, than as an absaser of podditical o
wiial developamenes, The tevwe o
Humgan's fows had Iwen planmd v
Suadinh aml Anwrican ambesities in
Sean Kb, Wallenberg hisd hoen asked
to bead the undertaking: be aecpted
pomptly, He was o Bachelor and-to
vepeat o Chaivtian in the fivest iradic
S, C

Raoul Wallenlnagg proned his metile
at e, o combat the maw deporta:
tionrs be Iugan sevue ojrations on an
crpually wheleale, amd conuplerch un
heard of, sale, e saried by scerniting
an embaswy sl Bue what a van! it
swelledt o 6450 pervnn and thei fami-
bies nent of whem were Jows who, (e
varios peavons, had boen acorded -
ity st in his resoue plas. Ve prie
arits - fows whom Wallenberg simi-
Lalds gathered into his fodd were beadors
of Hungiars's anti-Navi wnderground.

Ay mehers of o begation, the new
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“Swodish ollwialy” foumd imnetiae
stbets in thein diphamata wats. $in
sncew o this hapga hand prompied
Wallenbnrg o plas it tee the hile. With
i works e was iniog Sactlish pasw.
ponts teo anntnby it cversiends wine
conhd. in the srumnest wan, dw v
prior comtaet with ywethe, S pas
ports saned honxtresh nusee, .

Bug thoands woae boing depuniesd,
S Walkeninrg  went challenged  the

Nwi tmmentns In dinigning 2 <o

teetine pavpent”™ which he had printed
in Swoden's cobis and which twne the
embany s wal and sizisatune. § his diue
went blanals athsmed tha ite hedekr
was unsher the protestion of the King of
Sacaden-a beosad hi ter Sungatian of.
haiab that 4 vt omine wan et
b podested o am way?

Hangartian  Nasis.  frastiatesd amd
amges. mctbiclew sevretad she him,
They were leartul 1o o atteywise, By
that tine, the war was going hadls for
Hitker and Wallnlixag had 4 distanliing
habit of reminding them o o dav of
ree ketving.

The protestive pawjent ich  was
uwd widdels, vt the wmeadish Raed
Caoms in Budapest began distributing
them, as dild the cnbawics of wvetal
nenttal navioas amd the Pagal N,
Fimallv, sveral anddorgiosnnd  gronps
wont 10 worh civeubating fonged cogiies,
Within werks the munbey of po-setise
ravpuets tnted ter semn of thousands,

Dlwe Navis toieed e tor imabickane
thie dongetios. Ll Gatapo visited Wal:
benbeoag vegubinds, mingiog hi odni.
s dongeries oo ovamine. Wialleninag
sudicd them carclulis, Bt his answer
was alwans the ssm. ) ivie anthen
tie,” e inistedd,

Walknberg canvied his e opeta

i inrsisle the commmsls o the ey,
He planted agenes with bt the Hon-
gavian geolice aned the CGastapes. In that
wav B wmnetinees ot fis hambs on o
sy ol the dhailv dist o Joews placesd
winder annt, Bvepthv, Wallentnsg
prepared protective pawgets o them,
prorsnialls Ininging the dicannnts 1o
depontation  heabquatters,  Shere e
lowsoxd the authenivies to give up a large
et il ot all, o 1he inge cannd group.

Wallenbuerg acoed with witer teathw
mw in his comlontations  with the
Nazis. Hlis pervial twroisn was v
Hooted in the persisiont wass in which
e harawedd sheis rule. But alwayvs he
maintaind the cmsest, dignited  des
meamn ol the diplomat. Nazi nansgurt

_commnandhrs, awigied 1o deliver roack.

Sy of Joms 10 nearthn comentration
campn. elten were dismased 1o timed that
Walkntnig had attacind himwelt 0
theiv metor cavavans, Hie yonbe in a2 Rud
Cromn ek which tene bt nnlicime
aml cloabing e ohe Jewish sistims,
With Swiv kgation wimbats aml Reo-
nan Catholic niis 10 awivt him o
these ey cands. Wallenberg $we.
o A0 i omprnnnat sigtht o the dasts roads
feading out ol Budajes,

Fhe Nazis wore abiaid 1o hiovm him
m public. B ey marked him b
wntater ond Wiallenbeag Sotnnl himwdl
inall wite o Bead soidents, He win
thacatenmd, shot a1, un down In sims
tanks amd ks, T alwans esapndd -
to prasiv with his migent miiswion,

When  Humgann's pro-Navi - Svalind
QIR CT IR 08, cigged 1o Las ibinate tlue mnaw
depemtations. picd thwarting Wallen-
Inag amd the umdeagroumd In oedering
10k blonhade of Jems, Wallenterg
quictiv fougin bk In organiving a
Jewish commmamle gronp. She come
manthr  wucewtully  inbtnatsd  the
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blockade 1o baing fesnd and supplies 100
the ewmbasthd Jowish families. $aner,
with the awistame of the Weddish Redd
Caona aned usmbrggaonnd Zionise gronapn,
Walkninag  osablished  wvoral ohil
dien’s semers which he invistend woee
Redd Caomn octations  puotesiend In
Sethnr's insteanational immunit. n
it was e savesl ar deast Kann il
dien o certain dearh.

Again, when Budapest fons were o
descd 1 enter g orwiv sacatest gheette,
Wallentnag poppend up with 32 Larg
letre~ which e temted e placedd un

XTI

oy wadish inonunits. 10 blled o
Cottves with shonsands of Jews. Other
ot sl cinuwies follomed his evam
e, crcating among thennelves an in
toanetional ghetto, prodably the only
i in histons,

I Desember, sis months alicy Wad
lenbeagg’s arvival in e cits, Ruwian
oo bt fegun dwis sicge of Biala
st I hoavied scrabiotion, e Aivew
€ vomn e cnnent, Blamgas s Nazi gang,
plonned o i anadey o the 1ensaine
img Jows, Wallenberg learived ol io aind




2n THE AMERICAN-SCANDINAVEAN REVIEW

quichly intenvemed I cmimding tlw
Welnmadn chivl, Getwaal  Shmide
hidtir, of the cdeath pronalty thas wonrhd
befalt a Cevman commannbs whe al
Jowed a pogrom of this wat. ‘Fe gen-
eral undeistonmd pethooehy: be anderedd
biv e o prevent any  pessibile
wawM e,

On Januass 135, 1905, toan Gavs In-
fore At Dooga wore o wine ull
songrol o Buxdapew, Wallentury b
didded 1 web out their milisary chichs
for awistamne in aevning  Joews il
wrapjusd in the ghettn He was ioheried
tra Major Dennberho aml 1o bis wr.
prive, was placed ander guad. Watksn.
berg reappeard at his afe four days
Loy, in the wabe of the lilntating
nooge, Thiee Ruwian wildicns accom.
ponked him. 1 am going 10 we Mar.
shal Matinnsky [the Saict conmnan-
der]” Wallenborg intormed his o
waorkers. He added, wnmwhat juciulhy,
“1 don’s konow whether 1 am going as
A JiveT oF as 2 gueet.”

Raous! Wallenberg delt the ofice, the
three anned woldiers with him, He bas
it boen heand of sie. . .

it Wallenbuag is Sill alive he s
polably utaware that the thews b
of families e revoned and provaial, in
their goatitmde. buile & owasonem i
his hoomwor: thas a posilion of Budapest®s
fewish Cenral Thnprital is ow caabhad

Wallenluig  Buikling: that 4 basy
avenue similads bears his sanw, Now
is it kel than Wallenborg Asows of
the pretition signedd by 1400 000 Sweedish
citicens demiamdinge an explanation of
tus Bate, o0 el Swesten’s Prine Min-
iMes, o 4 sese it visit to shie Kiemlin,
hept puning an cmbinraning question
1o his Savicts fents: “What lappemd
to Raoul Wallenherg?™

the Communids are uxonmuni-
crive abmt it Shewelhy alues Wallen.
berg's sudden disapiarance, Ruwian
ollcials roported that e win “umbkes
the j<otection of the Ruwian A"
Sitne then, howeser, tiny reluwe 0
acknmbodige than they ever heard of
him.

In 1916 4 vepuont Wleered  through
the bon Cartain thar Wallenhnrg was
in 2 Ukvainiun privne camp. Later, be
win teported a privnr in the uwnt
devaded MVD canp in Movow., And
last sear. waeral Gornsan prisoncrs of
war. tcturning o Ruswia, nvalkd a
“Raott] Willwwg, 2 wwertish Red Crom
olflier.” as an intere at a camp in
Davshed in Contsal Nsia. “ Bhis Wil
g ther i, “wias a2 tubnrculinis
w@aw.”

Nome o thew vamuss his boen oo~
whimated. Fo all inguities, ithe Sovicts
dwug andt s anthing. Fhus, the tate
ol Raoul Wallenberg, ome of war's
noblst herans, it set to e answered bor,

Dr. Jowph L. Lickten aas prioe 20 Wenld War 18 in the diplomatic

wrrice of the Polivk G- conmont, but eveaped o Suadin 2 hen the Sovict

Union oconpivd Eastern Poland. From P81 1o 1'943 ke wav attached to

the Embassy of the Polish Gozeonme ntein-Exile in Washington v cone

sultant on Easteen Ewropian affaire and nationality problems. Since 1943

Ae hus been divector of the Foraren Aflains Department of the Anti-
Do lamation Liague of Bnai Il'r:lh.




